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Parent / Student Orientation Agenda

Code of Student Conduct/
Behavioral Expectations
Wireless Communication
Devices (Phones)

Stay Connected
Final Words

1 Meet Your Team 1 Uniform Policy & School IDs
1 Transition to Middle School 1 Attendance
1 Overview of School Day — (1 School Visitation
Drop-off & Pick-up 1 School Resource Officer
Procedures 1 Athletics & Activities
Schedules 1 Device Checkout
Arrival/Dismissal d Important Dates
Breakfast/Lunch 1 EESAC/PTSA/Watch D.O.G.S.
]
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PALMETTO MIDDLE SCHOOL

Your Team: Administration

Ms. Niki Milian-Valdes Ms. Deanne Boyd

Principal Assistant Principal
nikimilian@dadeschools.net dmboyd@dadeschools.net



PALMETTO MIDDLE SCHOOL

Your Team: Main Office

Ms. Teresa Gonzalez
Treasurer

Mr. Eli Zaiter
Registrar

. onzalezt(@dadeschools.net
ezaiter@dadeschools.net 9 @



PALMETTO MIDDLE SCHOOL

Your Team: Department Chairs/Curriculum Leaders

Ms. Graciela Figueiras
" Language Arts/IR Dept. Chair
. gfigueiras@dadeschools.net

Mr. Warren Martin
4 Social Studies Dept. Chair
! wmartin@dadeschools.net

Ms. Jan Hopta
Science Dept. Chair
jhopta@dadeschools.net

Ms. Monica Alvarez
Electives/Activities Dept. Chair
mmalvarez@dadeschools.net

Ms. Elena Veloso
ESE Dept. Chair
fernandeze@dadeschools.net




PALMETTO MIDDLE SCHOOL

Your Team: Student Services
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Ms. Elena Veloso
ESE Department Chair/Media Specialist

(IEPs & 504 Plans)
fernandeze@dadeschools.net

Ms. Monica Alvarez
Testing Chairperson

mmalvarez@dadeschools.net

Ms. Graciela Figueiras
I ESOL Department Chair
. dfigueiras@dadeschools.net

Ms. lvette Toledo
Counselor
itoledo@dadeschools.net

.~ Ms. Amanda Burns

ESE Support

(IEPs)

343231 @dadeschools.net

Ms. Leah Carbonell
Gifted Department Chair
lcarbonell@dadeschools.net




ELEMENTARY vs. MIDDLE SCHOOL

= Block Schedule
o Daily Schedule
o Calendar

= Home Learning Responsibilities

= QOrganization is CRITICAL!

= Growing adults, but NOT adults

» Changes: academic/ social/ physical/ physiological
= Even good kids make mistakes! Be vigilant!

= STUDENTS: What would grandma say?







Schedule Change Requests

We will NOT be able to accommodate requests for the following

reasons:

* You have already received at least one of your requested
electives.

* The change would disrupt class size limits.

* You are requesting a specific teacher.

* Your request is based on personal preference

Please be patient.




OVERVIEW OF THE SCHOOL DAY
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Late bell
Must be inside class or After-School programs
Students enter building marked tardy (sports, clubs, etc.) begin
Go to breakfast o other Hallway Sweeps: tardy Only participating students

designated, supervised area consequences begin are allowed

8:30 AM 9:10 AM 4:00 PM

9:05 AM 3:50 PM

Bell rings Dismissal bell

Report to homeroom




Palmetto Middle School
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2026-2027 Bell Schedule

First Bell / Warning Bell

9:05 AM

Homeroom

9:10 AM - 9:20 AM

First Block

9:25 AM - 11:15 AM

Second Block

(Includes 30-minute lunch & transition time)

11:20 AM - 1:35 PM

Third Block

2:00 PM - 3:50 PM




Testing Window

Assessment

August 13 - September 11

Interim Assessment (Baseline): Science, Biology

Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST): PM 1

August 13 - September 25 Reading
Math
September 14 - October 16 i-Ready Diagnostic (AP1)
Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST): PM 2
December 3 - February 9 Reading
Math

January 4 - February 12

Mid-Year Assessments
Algebra 1 & Geometry

January 11 - March 12

ACCESS for ELLs

January 19 - February 26

Mid-Year Assessments
Science, Biology, & Civics

January 25 - February 19

i-Ready Diagnostic (AP2)

March 30 - April 7

B.E.S.T. Writing Test

May 3 - 28

Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST): PM 3
Reading
Math
EOCs

PM1 tentatively scheduled for September 1st, 2nd, & 3rd

Testing Calendar can be found on our school website under “Calendars/Schedules”




MORNING ARRIVAL PROCEDURES

8:30 AM -9:05 AM

SCHOOE} " v Students enter- main entrance

Y v/ Uniform “checks’ at entry
(a0 o v Avoid confiscation- NO hoodies
SPEED
LIMIT

v/ Students in designated, supervised areas ONLY

9:05 AM -9:10 AM

v 9:05 AM- Report to Homeroom bell

v 9:10 AM- Late bell

v Official School Attendance in Homeroom

v All arrivals after 9:10 AM result in being marked tardy

After 9:20 AM, report to the Attendance Office for a tardy pass.

As per federal law, parents may not be inside the school unless they
have checked in, and only to the designated area.




' " Parent Pick-up/ Drop-Off

Located on:

« SW 128th Street (Front of School)

s, . Students walk independently to class.
& n Staff available in every building to help.

= 7w - EVEN ON DAY 1, students walk independently

| to class; no parents

PARENT / IN THE
v or ON SW 73RD AVE.

Student Entry- MAIN ENTRANCE
Bus Student Entry- BUS ENTRY ON EAST SIDE




3:50 PM Bell \ OO Setos
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o Parent pick-up: exit by the front of the school. T e
o Private or M-DCPS transportation: exit on East side of campus (73 Ave.)

Please note traffic signals
MUST exit campus (unless in a supervised after-school activity) during arrival and dismissal hours.

After school activities begin at 4:00 PM (sports, clubs, tutoring)

[SCHOOL )
« NO SUPERVISION AFTER 4:30 PM. Make arrangements to pick up your = =
SPEED|
child by 4:30 PM. LIMIT |
« Contact Ms. Boyd for ALL Transportation Questions. l 5 -5
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DISMISSAL MAP/FLOW OF TRAFFIC

"\ .~ 4
OPLE SCHGN

U Est. 1961 G
Follow traffic flow arrows E i Y e
- South on 73 Ave : | 1 |
«  Weston 128" St z = | =
- North on 74 Ave - ‘ s T | |3
| T
Bus Zone on 73 Ave B 3 |
| y 1 (MLath) 700 Buikdng LI l
DO NOT Park in the Bus Zone = | i
« 7am -9am - I =
« 1pm-4pm % = ||| &
p ﬁ e ' Faculty “::t Palmatts Middis School 'i,v,? ~
B Parking — Main Building I @
Use Crosswalk in front of the school i o — : z
I — —I Main entrande
DO NOT Block or Park: Intersections, | !
lawns, faculty parking lot, faculty e
parking lot entrance/exit risdeizres < '

PARENT PICK UP AREA 4




BREAKFAST/LUNCH PROCEDURES

. Breakfast & Lunch free through September 25t
. Breakfast: 8:30 AM — 9:00 AM
. Student lunch during 2" Block

.3 lunches; lunch with 2" Block teacher

- Apply for free/reduced lunch online at mdcpsnutrition.net
. Food orders are PROHIBITED. DO NOT drop food off.

. IDs required at all times

. No phones during lunch



http://www.nutrition.dadeschools.net/

BREAKFAST/LUNCH PROCEDURES (@)
. FREE until September 25t

. On September 28t payment will be required

mdcpsnutrition.net



http://www.nutrition.dadeschools.net/
http://www.nutrition.dadeschools.net/
http://www.nutrition.dadeschools.net/

STUDENT CONDUCT AT
BREAKFAST & LUNCH

- Come to school prepared, including their food

- Same table manners as at home

- Bookbags, including digital devices, in the classroom
- Enter & Depart cafeteria in an orderly fashion

- Sit at assigned table (by teacher)

- Remain in their seat
. Leave the floor & table clean CONSEQUENCES:

. Show respect - Removal from the cafeteria

o Defiant or rude/disrespectful towards personnel
o Excessive unruly behavior

o Ignore warnings

Lunch detention

n.‘ n‘ lfleﬂ - Disciplinary action according to the Code of Student Conduct




Behavioral Expectations

Abide by the M-DCPS Code of Student Conduct rules and
regulations as well as school guidelines and procedures.

The 3B’s

> B: in school uniform
(if PE, be in PE uniform, no hoodies)

-~ B: in the right place at the right time

(be on time, follow schedule, don’t wander)

> B respectful
(be kind, follow directions)
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PALMETTO MIDDLE SCHOOL

THE 3 B’S

The ONLY place that B’s are better than A’s!
\ EXPECTATIONS (The 3 B’s)

g@ 1. B- In uniform

Q (includes wearing your ID)
5 : 2. B- In the right place
-] i at the right time

P x 3. B- Respectful
>
2. CONSEQUENCES (eri

Ist & 2nd- Warning

3rd & 4th- Lunch Detention
Sth- Morning Detention

6th- SCSI/Parent Conference
7th- SCSI

8th & beyond- Additional
Administrative Consequences

LEARN - LOVE - LEAD




Behavioral Expectations &
Consequences

Failure to comply with the Code of Student Conduct and schoolwide
policies falls into school progressive discipline plan S

E LANCERS
O WarnlngS PALMETTO MIDDLE SCHOOL

. Meetings/phone calls with counselor &/or admin meod HE3 B'S ..

& EXPECTATIONS (The 3 B's)

- Detention (lunch, before-school) R —

éy;; (includes wearing your ID)

- Suspension (indoor/outdoor) GE] 2 25 tnthe rignt place

at the right time

- Loss of privileges £ =.5- Respectrul

<

- Pronhibited from activities, clubs, field trips, sports —eERSLEE=aE=IE

Ist & 2nd- Warning
Oth d d H I H t' 3rd & 4th- Lunch Detention
® er ISCIp Inary aC IonS Sth- Morning Detention
6th- SCSI/Parent Conference
7th- SCSI

Aggressive/violent behavior will NOT be tolerated & will result o 5
referral to Alternative Education. Sl b S
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Unacceptable Behaviors
will result in consequences being applied

Excessive tardies, uniform violations, or detentions

Skipping includes: staying back with a teacher, roaming the halls, taking the scenic route

Leaving class without a pass
Rude, Mean, Bullying, Harassment: NOT TOLERATED
See something... SAY something

8th graders will NOT be allowed to attend Gradventure or their 8th grade dance if they
break their behavior contract!




MINGA

Management platform that enhances safety,
communication, and student engagement

Tardy Management

Behavior Tracking/Intervention
Parent Communication

Digital Hall Passes (forthcoming)




Bullying vs Harassment

Bullying means systematically and chronically inflicting physical hurt or psychological distress
by way of written, verbal, or physical behavior, including threatening, insulting, or
dehumanizing gesture, by a student or adult. Bullying may involve but is not limited to:

» Teasing » social exclusion

= threats » intimidation

= Stalking » physical violence

» theft = sexual, religious, or racial harassment
= public humiliation » destruction of property

= cyberstalking = cyberbullying

» hazing

Harassment means any threatening, insulting or dehumanizing gesture, use of data or
computer software, or written, verbal or physical conduct directed against a student or school

employee.




Wireless Communication Devices (@)

OCRIBEON

In accordance with state law, students in elementary and middle schomglds
(grades pre-kindergarten — 8t") are not permitted to use or display personal
wireless communication devices during the school day unless an exception

applies.

Exceptions:

IEP/504
Doctor’s note certifying in writing that the student requires the use of a wireless

device based upon valid clinical reasoning or evidence.

Will be confiscated

Only returned to a parent/guardian
during school hours




2026-2027 Uniform Policy

M-DCPS dress code is ENFORCED.

Ensures safety and focuses on the learning environment.

Code of Student Conduct contains corrective strategies for failure to adhere to the dress code.

BOTTOMS/PANTELONES: Shorts or Pants are allowed in approved colors. Shorts must be worn at the waist.
Pant legs may not drag on floor or have holes/rips, embellishments or embroidery.

NOT PERMITTED: Athletic shorts/pants, leggings, joggers, dry fit material, skorts or sweatpants (see below)
OUTERWEAR: School approved outwear can be worn everyday over polos. Only plain solid colors are allowed
without logos, embellishments & embroidery.

NO HOODS OR ANY HEADWEAR ALLOWED




TOPS/
CAMISAS
DE POLO

*APPROVED COLORS:
WHITE, GRAY, & NAVY

*Polos are required
everyday, except
Fridays (see below).

BOTTOMS/
PANTALONES

*BOTTOM COLORS:
JEAN, KHAKI, & NAVY

*Pants, Jeans or
Shorts are allowed
(must reach end of

longest finger).

*OUTERWEAR SOLID
COLORS:
WHITE, GRAY, & NAVY

*SPIRITWEAR:
Shirts and PJ Pants are
ONLY ALLOWED ON
FRIDAYS.
PALMETTO BRANDED
SWEATPANTS AND
SWEATSHIRTS CAN BE
WORN DAILY.

SHOES/
ZAPATOS

*COMPLETELY
CLOSED SHOES

*NOT ALLOWED:
Crocs, sandals, flip-
flops, heels, boots,

house slippers, etc,

“any - ove N

2026-2027
Uniform
Policy




Student ID

. First ID/Lanyard is free

. Provided on school picture day (Thursday, August
20th)

. Replacement IDs: $2.00 (ID/Lanyard)
. Wearing lanyard/ID around neck is required at all times

. Uniform infractions, including refusing to wear ID, has
discipline consequences

7]




ATTENDANCE

Attendance Matters

learning opportunities.
According to M-DCPS:

o Course credit can be withheld if excessive (10+) unexcused absences & Attendance
Review Committee will be initiated.

o Prohibited from sports, competitions, performances, if 20+ cumulative tardies, early
releases, and/or absences

O Official school attendance taken during homeroom; individual class attendance taken each period.

O Perfect Attendance: O absences & less than 5 (4 or less) cumulative tardies/early releases
Extra-curricular activity participation: must be in school a minimum of 2 hours on day of event. If Saturday event,
this rule applies to Friday attendance.




6701 attendance@dadeschools.net within three (3) days

> 3 or more consecutive absences — Doctor’s note

> After 5 total unexcused absences OR after 10 excused absences —
Doctor’s note for the remainder of the year

» Return from contagious disease: must report to the office before going to
class, doctor’s note required, certifying student is no longer contagious

» Serious lliness/Injury: Students who are continually sick and repeatedly
absent due to a medical condition are required to provide a doctor’s
written statement; may be referred for additional support



mailto:6701attendance@dadeschools.net

Early Student Pick-Up

remain in class for half the class period.)

» Any individual who is picking up a student early must be listed on
the Emergency Contact Card. Students will not be released to any
individual who is not listed.

» As per school board policy, students cannot be picked up 30
minutes prior to dismissal, no students will be released early after
3:20 P.-m.

» As per school board policy, students who have 10+ absences for
the day or in an individual class cannot be picked up early.




Procedures for Visiting the School Campus

. Parents/other visitors must have valid photo
ID to enter

v Parents/other visitors will be screened
before entry

+Parents in need of assistance must call or
email the person they need to see in
advance to set up an appointment




School Resource Officer

» Officer Gamble
» Email: tigamble@dadeschools.net




FORTIFYFL

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING APP

FORTIFYFL

Tip Report - Step 2 of 4

ForTIEYEL

Report - Step 4 or 4

FortifyFL is a suspicious activity reporting tool

that allows you to instantly relay information

to appropriate law enforcement agencies
and school officials.

#FORTIFYFL
GETFORTIFYFL.COM
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Activities/Athletics

Activities/Athletics Director
Ms. Alvarez & Mr. Concepcion
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v Minimum 2.0 in academics & conduct, compliance with attendance requirement, & no
disciplinary referrals to participate in school activities, clubs, and sports

v Fieldtrips & Activities
= Miami-Dade County Youth Fair Field Trip
= 8t Grade Gradventure Field Trip
= 8t Grade Dinner/Dance
= Turkey Bowl (Flag Football)
= Close-Up Trip to Washington D.C.
= Honor Roll
= Student Dances
=  Spirit Week
= Athletic Teams




Clubs & Sports

*list subject to change

Student Government

NJHS

Spanish & Math Club
Cheer Club

Soccer
Wrestling
Basketball
Volleyball
Bowling
Tennis

Flag Football
Swimming
Golf

Softball

Bowling




Mobile
S our . Device
device Checkout




BACK TO SCHOOL
NIGHT

Wednesday
September 2"d




SCHOOL PICTURES

Thursday,
August 20t




EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE SCHOOL ADVISORY
COUNCIL (EESAC)

mmalvarez@dadeschools.net , EESAC CHAIR

nikimilian@dadeschools.net (Principal)

dmboyd@dadeschools.net (Assistant Principal)

Attention Parents, get involved in EESAC!
Own a business? Join our EESAC today!

ASSIST THE SCHOOL WITH PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PROCESS (SIP)



mailto:Mmalvarez@dadeschools.net
mailto:valero@dadeschools.net
mailto:dmboyd@dadeschools.net

PARENT TEACHER STUDENT ASSOCIATION
(PTSA)

PURPOSE: make EVERY child’s potential a reality by
engaging and empowering families and surrounding

communities to advocate for all children.

Link Tree- great resources & links

Our 2026-2027 PTSA Board

School Store

Becoming a member/business sponsor
Our School and PTSA web pages
Volunteer

Join our Newsletter

View Latest Newsletter

& more

+ Follow us on Instagram
» Join your class level chats

Your MEMBERSHIP makes a DIFFERENCE!




PALMETTO MIDDLE SCHOOL

WATCH D.O.G.S.

2026-2027 ORIENTATION

Dads of Great Students

Showing Up. Getting Involved. Making a Difference.




PALMETTO MIDDLE SCHOOL

2026-2027 ORIENTATION




OUR STORY

A Proud Palmetto Tradition

Built at the middle school level and recognized for father engagement.

Only middle school

launches at I\;‘V:Zlfgsowghsa with the Super Dad
Palmetto Middle N Award
chapter

Watch D.O.G.S. PTSA recognized

A strong chapter because dads keep showing up.



WHATWE DO

How Watch D.O.G.S. Shows Up

There are lots of ways to be involved, from classrooms to community events.

01 DINNER FOR DADS 02 NETWORKING 03 CLASSROOMS

Annual kickoff event Dads’ networking breakfast Science labs and classroom support
L -

04 BEAUTIFICATION 05 PTSA EVENTS 06 FUNDRAISING

Hands-on schoolimprovement

. Turkey Bowl, Fun Day and more Semimonthly Dads fundraising nights
projects




NEXT STEPS

Get Connected

Three quick ways to get started today.

1. REGISTER 2. JOIN WHATSAPP 3. SAVE THE DATE
Complete our 2026-2027 information Stay connected for volunteer opportunities Samerer Bees o Ty, Sl 24
form. and updates.

Questions? palmettowatchdogs@gmail.com



WELCOME TO THE PACK

Let’s Make 2026-2027
a Great Year.

Be present. Get involved. Build community.




PTSA & WATCH D.O.G.S.
WATCH D.O.G.5.

Dads of Great Students

@6’9},?,5,959{ /
Vst 1960 N
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» PTSA President: pmsptsapres@gmail.com

» Watch Dogs: palmettowatchdogs@gmail.com

Thank you PTSA Board & Members, Committee Chairs,
Faculty/Staff & Volunteers, for your $ donations & time!



mailto:pmsptsapres@gmail.com
mailto:palmettowatchdogs@gmail.com

@palmettomiddleschool @palmettomiddle_ptsa

8 News & Announcements @ Code of Student Conduct W'

PALMETTQ MIDDLE SCHOO

@ | ABOUTUS ¢ | ACADEMICS | | STUDENTS { | PARENTS | | CALENDARS/SCHEDULES { | CONTACTUS

www.palmettomiddle.com




@palmettomiddleschool




Need more help? Parent Tips

Monitor your child’s progress
o Parent Portal
o Gradebook & Google Email Notifications

Contact teachers via email

Progress reports/Report cards every 4-5 weeks

Parent conferences & commuhnication




Thank youl!
Go Lancers!

D

LANCERS Leamn
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